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Band Dress Rehearsal 
By: Elyse S  
Have you ever been to a pre-concert band rehearsal? If not, keep reading. Well, you could keep 
reading even if you have been to one, too. On this previous Thursday, the Shepard Middle School 
band students participated in a band rehearsal. When one first walked onto the stage, they would 
see dozens of plastic black chairs labeled with yellow sticky notes that read the name of the 
person who would be seated in that chair. Once you sat down, you would likely begin to 
comprehend the deafening sound that echoed across both the stage and the gym. This noise was a 
combination of over ten different instruments as well as the chattering of students as they got 
their music set up on their stands and practiced the music which they would be playing shortly. 
Once the rehearsal got started, the 6th, 7th, and 8th-grade students played the combined piece, a 
soft one that lets each and every instrument be heard. After this, the 7th and 8th-grade band 
practiced their two pieces while the 6th graders sat in front of the stage and talked, pretended to 
conduct, and traded instruments to play with for a few minutes. Next, the 7th and 8th graders 
went home while the 6th graders yet again took the stage. They proceeded to play their two 
pieces, which was followed by helpful criticism from the band leader, Ms. Dykema. Chloe Lewis, a 
6th-grade clarinetist, says about the concert, “Overall, the band rehearsal was a fun time to be 
with friends as well as kids of all of the ages at middle school who played your same instrument, 
as well as a time to learn and adjust your playing.” I hope you enjoy the concert that will be a 
result of the rehearsal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
North Shore School Of Dance Nutcracker Production  
By: Naomi M 
 

Did you come and see North Shore School Of Dance’s Annual Nutcracker production? The 
Nutcracker is a performance about a young girl named Clara who has a party and receives a doll 
called a Nutcracker. She falls asleep and in her dream, the Nutcracker comes to life. North Shore 
Dance Studio has kids perform the different characters such as the Sugar Plum Fairy, the Snow 
Queen, Clara, Fritz, and many more. Were you lucky enough to see some of your friends dance and 
act on stage in this show?  

 
The Holidays 
By Shaina W 

The holiday season is here. From presents to candles and lights the holidays are so much 
fun! I gathered information from a few sixth graders at Shepard to see who celebrates which 
holidays as well as other cool information.  

According to my research, 4 out of the 9 people I interviewed celebrate Christmas while 
the other 5 celebrate Hanukkah. Some of the holiday favorites include presents, family, lighting the 
candles, and food. Some favorite holiday foods are gelt, graham cracker cake, jello, and latkes.  

People are also hopefully awaiting the time when they get to open their presents! Jess 
Ebroon is hoping to get a ballet bar and a mirror and some other stuff. While Brooke Bernstein 
wants a camera and a new Rubix Cube. Dena Kandelman would like Amazon Gift cards and Alena 
Brody-Goldberg doesn’t know what she would like! Grace Stadelman is also hoping for presents. 
She wants a computer-skin and some art supplies.  

Something else people enjoy doing over the holidays is spending time with their siblings. 
They have more time to catch up with their siblings and hang out with them. 2 out of 6 people 
have 2 siblings and the other 4 only have 1. A sixth grader named Jessica Gordon says “My favorite 
thing about spending time with Ella (her sister) is skiing with her.” She loves to go skiing in the 
beautiful white snow! 

The Holidays are here and they’re in full swing! Enjoy winter break and be sure to have a 
blast.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
National Days Issue 2 
By: Anna C 
December 10- Dewey Decimal System Day 
December 11- Noodle Ring Day 
December 12- Ding-a-Ling Day 
December 13- Violin Day 
December 14- Bouillabaisse Day 
December 15- Cat Herders Day 
December 16- Chocolate-Covered Anything Day 
December 17- Maple Syrup Day 
December 18- Roast Pig Day 
December 19- Hard Candy Day 
December 20- Regifting Day 
December 21- Humbug Day 

 
Winter Break Traveling 
By: Dena K 

As you may know, traveling for winter break is a very popular way to spend your break. In                  
this article, I will be giving you traveling tips to help you out on your travels, and also be giving                    
you some fun things to do here in the Deerfield area, for the people who will be staying home over                    
the break.  

Let's get on to the first traveling tip.  
1. Dress in layers. You are not able to determine the temperature of the vehicle you are                 

going in, so dress in layers to make sure you are prepared for any temperature, hot or cold.  
2. Bring a sleep mask. You’ll never know who will keep you up!  
3. Put something bright and unique on your bag so why can go to baggage claim, it is easy to                   

find.  
4. Bring an empty water bottle to fill up at the airport, instead of buying expensive airport                

water.  
5. Bring a portable charger so you don’t have to use the charging station at the airport.  

Here are some fun things to do while staying home over the break: 
1. Millennium Park. millennium park has an ice rink, park, and climbing wall. This is a very fun                 

and enjoyable place to visit while spending the break at home!  
2. Zoo lights at the Lincoln Park Zoo. This awesome assortment of holiday lights is a must see                 

over the break!  
3. Go see the Nutcracker, the play/dance. The Nutcracker is an amazing play/dance that gives              

you that holiday spirit you need.  



4. Wonderland express. The wonderland express is an amazing train exhibit held at the             
botanic gardens. This is a very interesting thing to do as it offers amazing models of local                 
buildings and sights! I 

I hope these tips help you out over the break, and I hope you have a fun-filled break! 
 

 
Staff Member of the Week: Mr. Rummelhart on Green Leaders 
By: Jessica E 
 
Green Leaders is a very proactive and future-forward club. They work to help support and 
emphasize recycling, reusing, and reducing throughout our school. I had the opportunity to 
interview Mr. Rummelhart, who is in charge of the club, as our staff member of the week, 
specifically talking about Green Leaders, in addition to the many other clubs he runs.  
 
What does Green Leaders do?  
The Green Committee, or Green Club, is a group of students at Shepard who 
are committed to trying to make the school more environmentally friendly. 
We attempt to be leaders in the school to help it with recycling, energy and 
water conservation, as well as other eco-friendly pursuits. 
 
What projects are participants currently completing?  
Why is Green Leaders important? Why should students join the club? 
Currently, we are working on a project to help improve the recycling of the 
school, as well as teach students and staff better ways to recycle. 
 
How is Green Leaders beneficial to students? 
The club is beneficial to students because we are creating a better Earth for their future. 
 
What is your favorite teaching moment? 
I have so many favorite teaching moments, it is hard to pick, but I love recommending a book that 
students suddenly love. 
 
Also, recycling month is in April, but that doesn’t mean you can’t help keep your community 
greener today! Mr. Rummelhart says you can (and should) recycle daily. Every time you have 
something you want to throw out, you should stop and consider if it is recyclable. Plastic, paper, 
cardboard, or metal can be recycled if it is fairly clean. 

 

 



SEL 
By: Alena B-G  
 

This year, instead of learning a foreign language, sixth graders have the opportunity of 
doing SEL—Social Emotional Learning. Students have different opinions on this change, some good, 
some bad. 

In SEL, sixth-graders learn about many important things in life—friendship, bullying, time            
management, and more.  

Juliana Canastra thinks SEL is a good idea and likes it. “I think SEL is good to have because                   
that way we can learn about the things that we are probably having questions about.” Juliana also                 
says that she would rather have SEL than a foreign language, but only in sixth grade.  

However, another student comments, “I don’t think SEL is helpful nor necessary. It’s             
terrible.” This person says they only sometimes learn in SEL. 

SEL classes are taught by the foreign language teachers or counselors, during either all              
three encores. They are about 40 minutes long, and sixth graders have them every day.  

A question many students have is why we have SEL. The school principal, Mr. Cybulski,               
answers this question. “The reason why SEL was included this year was that we are mandated to                 
teach the social-emotional learning standards — it’s required for the whole state — and here at                
Shepard, we don’t have a traditional SEL class. Having sixth graders not taking a foreign language,                
adding SEL fit in well.” 

“ I believe that their minds were in the right place, but the curriculum we are learning is                 
what we were learning in first and second grades. Also, our class is terribly misbehaved, and I                 
believe this is because of the lack of interest.” student Jessica Gordon reports. “Our teacher is                
rarely in class, we have subs at least twice a week! That seems problematic,” she adds. 

What do you think? Is SEL a good addition to the school, or is it something you’d rather                  
not have? 

 
 
Winter Weather  
By Maya G 
 

Winter is notorious for its bad weather. Snow, sleet, ice, and the cold to name a few. Over 
the years, the winter weather has changed. Some years we get lots of snow, some years almost 
no snow. A lot of people enjoy the cold, but it can get too cold even for those who love it. In the 
year 2013-2014, we experienced something known as “the polar vortex”. It got down to -40 
degrees Fahrenheit (windchill). Many people’s power went out. Pipes froze, and school was 
canceled. (Not as fun as it sounds)  
 



This year, we’re supposed to have above average warm weather. This is according to the 
Farmer Almanac. We’re also expected to have more rain than snow. This can be disappointing for 
some, but I’m not completely sure whether this is accurate, seeing as we’ve already had a snow 
day. Other than that, this has been mostly correct.  

 
https://www.almanac.com/content/2019-winter-weather-forecast  

 
Chicago Sports Teams 
By Maya C 

 
Wow, it has been a crazy couple of weeks for the Chicago sports teams! Tune in to hear more 
about the Blackhawks, Bears, and the Bulls. 
 
Blackhawks: 
The Blackhawks are not off to a great start this year with 9 wins and 16 losses. They are 6th out 
of 7 in the Central Division in the Western Conference. After they fired their head coach, Joel 
Quenneville, they are starting to fall apart. 
 
Bears: 
The Bears are off to a great start this year! They have 8 wins and 4 loses, and are on top of the 
NFC North Division. They are in a comfortable spot for the playoffs, and will keep fighting to earn 
their place in the spotlight! Their QB, Mitchell Tribusky, was out for the last two games with a 
shoulder injury but is expected to play this weekend against the Rams. 
 
Bulls: 
The Bulls are off to a not very good start this year. They have only 5 wins and 20 loses. They are 
5th out of 6 in their Eastern Conference. Recently, the Bulls fired their head coach, Fred Hoilberg, 
and brought up Jim Boylen to be their new head coach. 
 
I hope you learned more about Chicago sports teams! Have a good winter break! 

 
A new issue of the Spartan Special comes a new round of books… which will be 

your favorites? 
By Jessica G 

Book #4 - “Number The Stars” by Lois Lowry 
This tale is of a girl’s perspective of the Holocaust during 1941. Along with learning about the 

event, the story behind it will make you unload all the emotions you didn’t even know you had. 
This is also an extremely quick read.  

https://www.almanac.com/content/2019-winter-weather-forecast


 
Book #3 - “Replay” by Sharon Creech 

Leo is easily forgotten by his parents. After all, they have a TON of kids. When Leo finds his 
passion in something unique, read to find out how he will finally be noticed by, not just his family, 

but everyone. 
 

Book #2 - “Becoming Naomi Leon” by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
This book is about a girl who lives with her grandmother, but then her mother visits her after 

many years. It is funny yet sensitive at the same time, and I definitely recommend it. 
 

Book #1 - “The Giver” by Lois Lowry 
The novel follows a 12 year old boy with a life he says is “boring”. When his life changes forever, 

well, read to find out more. This is a grade favorite and was chosen by classmates.  
 

ELA Books 
By Brooke B 
 

The 6th, 7th and 8th graders all read lots of interesting books in ELA. They focus on topics 
or themes in their writing and have class discussions on what they read. Each grade reads 
different books and has different themes and topics that they are learning about. 

I asked Ms. Kellmen, the 8th grade ELA teacher what the 8th graders were reading and this 
is what she said, “ 8th graders start the year reading short stories, including some Edgar Allan Poe 
and Ray Bradbury pieces.  Second quarter, we read a fabulous story called "Flowers for Algernon" 
and students learn what "real intelligence" is.  Then we begin reading my all-time favorite book: To 
Kill a Mockingbird--a classic coming of age story that takes place in a fictional Southern town just 
after the Stock Market Crash in the 1930s.  Third quarter, we are deep into Holocaust studies, and 
to complement the joint LA-Social Studies project, we read Elie Weisel's memoir, NIGHT, making all 
of us wonder what needs to be done to never, ever let something like this happen ever again.” 

Those are just some of the books eighth graders read throughout the year. As you can see, 
they read lots of interesting ones. They learn about historical events, like the Holocaust, and read a 
lot of books. Ms. Kellman also said, “We follow the Holocaust studies with a Civil Rights unit in 
both LA and Social Studies.  And this is when we read Warriors Don't Cry,  a memoir written by 
Melba Patillo Beals, a member of the "Little Rock Nine," the group of nine Black students who 
helped desegregate the public high school in Little Rock, Arkansas, after the U.S. Supreme Court's 
1954 ruling in the case of Brown  v. Board of Education . The 8th-grade curriculum for reading is 
absolutely amazing. The teachers love teaching these books and students enjoy reading and talking 
about the material they are reading.” 

The 7th graders read lots of books too, some of them including The Giver by Lois Lowry, 
and Unwind by Neal Shusterman.  

The 6th graders started the year by reading Things Not Seen by Andrew Clements, and 
learning about self-discovery on your own and through the help of others. Things Not Seen is 
about a   boy named Bobby Phillips. One night, Bobby goes to bed under his warm electric blanket, 



but the next day he wakes up invisible! It is a really good book and fun to see how Bobby handles 
all the situations that are thrown at him. “It was an interesting book. I enjoyed reading it but it 
was not my favorite book  

They recently finished Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt. It is about a girl named Ally 
Nickerson. Her dad is in the military, so she moves around a lot. She is not the best at reading or 
writing and she isn’t the best behaved in school either. There are some mean kids in her class who 
make fun of her for not being able to do these things, but she also gets to be really good friends 
with some other people who she knows would never make fun of her. When her teacher leaves, 
she gets a new teacher named Mr. Daniels. Mr. Daniels connects with Ally and helps her be able to 
do the things she couldn’t do before. “Ally shows grit and strength, and I love how strong she is,” 
6th grade Elyse Shaffer says. I really liked this book because it demonstrates grit and 
perseverance, which is the topic for our essays.  

These are some of the books and topics that the 6th, 7th, and 8th graders are focussing on 
and reading this year in ELA. I look forward to reading more books throughout the year.  

 

Thanks to our amazing writers for participating in the Spartan Special! 
 
Brooke Bernstein 
Alena Brody-Goldberg 
Anna Chen 
Maya Crane 
Jessica Ebroon 
Maya Garcia 
Jessica Gordon 
Dena Kandelman 
Chloe Lewis 
Lev Linderman 
Naomi Meyers 
Elyse Shaffer 
Shaina Wolkenberg 
 
 
 
 

Good Luck With MAP Testing! 
-Spartan Special Staff 


